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The chief gorges of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation, 


eo +2800——= 
SECRETARY OF WAR EXPRESSES NEED FOR BALANCED AIR CORPS PROGRAM 


In a letter of Wovember 3, 1937, to | €ram: 
the won. Harry u, Woodring, Secretary of "a, The Army Air Corps is faced annu- 
War, Mr. Charles F, Horner, President of ally with procuring and training several 
the National Aeronautic Association, hundred Flying Cadets at the Air Corps 
stated: Training Center, Randolph Field, Texas. 

"Many of our members have asked me as |It is becoming increasingly difficult to 
President of the National Aeronautic As- | obtain the necessary —_ of Cadet appli 
sociation how our organization may aid cants, I think this is due in no sma 
the War Department in accomplishing its (| degree to our lack of ee eee facili- 





aviation program, ties for a widespread publicity campaign 
"The National Aeronautic Association to acquaint college graduates with what 
is a non-profit organization, national the Army Air Corps has to offer. Here is 


in character and scope, as its name im- (an »pportunity for the —— graduate 
re ccna chapters in every state. | to obtain one year's ne nstruction 
t is non-political and derives no sup- (at the finest flying training school in 
port from ! branch of the government. | the world, plus the added inducement of 
We believe that our organization, and | One to five years active duty as a Re- 
our membership as individuals, may aid | serve officer, with pay and allowances 
the Army considerably toward a realiza- lin grade, The Flying Cadet is paid 
tion of its plans for our national air | $75.00 per month, is provided clothing, 
defense, 'food and shelter while undergoing train- 
"I shall appreciate it, phe you ‘ing. It seems to me that if every col- 
agree with me in this belief, if you lege graduate knew of this wonderful op- 
will advise me exactly what the tg, et hema we would be flooded by more 
air program is in order that I may in- lying cadet applications than we could 
form our chapters and membership accord- | accommodate. believe your organiza- 
ingly, It is fully realized that cer- tion can aid materially in acquainting 
tain phases or parts of your program may | this class of yo men with the unusual 
be confidential; it is hoped, however, opportunities available to it. 
that you can release enough of it to me b. The major portion of the present 
so that we can aid you in securing the Air Corps problem may be divided into 


support of the people of the United three parts: 

States," Planes and accessory equipment; 
Expressing his appreciation for the Personnel; and 

offer of the cooperation with the War Ground installations and establish- 

Department of the National Aeronautic ments. 


Association and stating that it is most (|The War Department has recently brought 
encouraging to know that organizations up to date studies showing what is need- 
of this character may be depended upon ed in each of these categories to bring — 
for Someeresses in matters so vital to them to parity and to compiete a balancec 
the National Defense, Mr, Woodring, in a |program. I am sure you will understand 
letter dated November 9, 1937, advised why it is not now possible to make this 
Mr, Horner that the Army Aviation Pro- program public. First, it must be sub- 
, bya is undergoing constant study; that (mitted in detailed estimates, and passed 
uture programs are now under discussion, |upon by the Bureau of the Budget and the 


and that he would take the matter up President. When the President forwards 

further with him later on, to the Congress the Executive recommenda- 
In a letter cf December 10, 1937, Mr. tions on these features, the National 

Woodring wrote Mr. Horner as follows: Aeronautic Association can aid material- 


"As indicated to you in my letter of ly by advising all inquirers of that pro- 
November 9, 1937, further study has been |gram. In the mean time, it undoubdte 
given in an effort to provide a more de- | will aid materially for you to publicize 
tailed answer to your request for the among your members the fact that the War 
Army Air Corps program, Department does have an up-to-date cur- 

"The following are some specific sug- | rent program for an adequate air defense. 
gestions containing details of our pro- {I feel that much of the opi khcl am which 

me Sh 








has been leveled at the War Department 
on the subject of aviation in the past, 
was because it was not generally known 
that we did have a completed program to- 
ward which we are working just as r 
as funds are provided. 

"(1) On the sudject of aircraft, I ad- 


vised you in my last letter that the War | 


Department was endeavoring 
total of 2320 airplanes to 
Corps by 1940; and that it 
to intain that figure by 
vision of about 400 planes 
mocern types. 

"(2) Ju tue sudyect Of accessory ma- 
teriel and equipment, it is evident that 
taere must be an increase in operating 
funds anc in funds for the procurement 
of accessories, such as engines, plane 
and engine instruments, navigational 
equipment, and armament commensurate 
with this increase in plane strength. 

"(3) With reference to aeemimanet it 


to supply a 
the Army Air 
is proposed 


of the most 


is not now a to provide addition- 
al personnel for the Air Corps, but re- 
medial legislation has been recommended 
to ameliorate this serious situation. 

"(4) Concerning ground installations 
and establishments, they, too, are being 

rovided for in our estimates. Obvious- 
y, since these buildings, flying fields, 
and air bases and installations are very 
expensive, they can not be provided at 
one time, but must come in properly bal- 
anced increments as the planes are sup- 
plied. 

"c, One very importent sub-division of 
military aviation concerns experimental 
development. If our experimental pro- 
gram be not adequate and up-to-date this 
year, our airplane procurements for 
years to come must 
whereas in past years our experimental 
program had led the world, several other 
nations are now spending vast sums on 
aeronautical experimentation and, unless 
we can continue to provide ample funds 
for our Materiel Division at Wright 
Field, there is grave danger that we may 


be left behind, may lose our present pre- 


eminent position. This is vital, anc 
your organization can do much to make 
this point clear to your members and 


those with whom they come in contact and | 


Over whom they exert a wholesome influ- 
ence, 

"ad. I feel that a section in 
report dealing with aviation outlines 
succinctly some essentials on the sub- 
ject of military aviation which I may 
well quote to you in this connection, 
"{It should be borne in mind that 
modern aircraft cannot be quickly im- 
provised, The construction of air- 
planes necessarily takes considerable 
time, Hence, our peacetime strength 
should approximate rather closely our 
requirements in war. Furthermore, in 
@ Major war our air arm would probably 
be engaged almost immediately on the 
opening of hostilities. 


~~, 


apidly’ that your organization, 


be adversely affected; 


7 annual 


Therefore, it} 





| 18 desirable that it be practically on a 
| War footing in time of peace,! 
| "I wish again to thank you for your of- 
| fer of assistance to us. I agree fully 
R i a nationally 
,Xnown, non-partisan group, composed of 
atriotic men and women can do much to 
elp us realize our aims for national de- 
'fense by mekinz our program known to our 
' people." 





---000-~-~ 
BUYS PURSUIT AIRPLANES 


The Assistant Secretary of War, Hon, 
| Louis Joanson, announced on December 11, 
_ 1937, the award to the Curtiss Division 
| of the Curtiss-Wright Corporation of 
' Buffalo, New York, of a contract for a 
| service-test lot of thirteen P-37 Pur- 
| suit airplanes and the necessary spare 
|parts, amounting in all to S531) 305, 12. 
| ieee Curtiss P-37 is an all-metal, low- | 
‘Hongp taka ne Peehg Bit aimete-seater | 
‘to the Curtiss P-36 Pursuit, of which 
‘this Company is now building 210 for the 
Army Air Corps, except that it is design- 
‘ed for a liquid-cooled instead of an air- 
‘cooled engine with which the P-36 is 
‘powered. This change in power plant and 
inumerous other minor improvements in 
istreamlining and structural design have 
imade possible a further improvement in 
ithe flying characteristics so satisfacto- 
‘ry in the airplane of which this is an 
| improvement, 
| The airplane is provided with an in- 
‘closed cockpit, a steerable tail wheel, 
'flaps (sometimes known as airbrakes), 
/landing gear retractable into the wings, 
‘and all the other latest devices devetop- 
ied by American aeronautical designers to 
|improve its flying characteristics. Thess 
| developments are expected to produce in 
| this airplane speeds considerably in ex- 
icess of FO0 miles per hour, high rate of 
/climb, and great maneuverability when 
| compared to other aircraft of comparable 
speed. sci 
Pan completed, these airplanes will be 
| delivered to a combat unit of the Air 
' Corps for thorough testing. 


; 
; 
---000--~- 


an annual pro- 


| ARMY AIR CORPS 


| LANGLEY AIRMEN FLY TO BARKSDALE AT NIGHT 


| Captain Carl B, McDaniel, of the 96th 

| Bombardment Squadron, Langley Field, Va., 
| with a regular combat crew in a B-17 Bom- 
| bardment airplane which included Staff. 
| Sergeants Harry W. Sichard, George Billy 
and Private lst Class John Shealey, of 

| the same Squadron, accomplished a night 

| 
| 
| 


' flight to eveport, La., and return on 
November SOth. . 
No landing was made at Shreveport, and 


| the total time of the flight was 1¢ hours 
| and 10 minutes. Excellent weather pre- 

| vailed during the earenects seer 

| ---000--- 
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THE GENERAL HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE 





# Review of 1937 and Jew Year's Message 


By Major General 
Air Corps, 


Two outstanding accomplishments have 
made 1937 noteworthy for the GHQ Air 
Force. They are: first, the clarifica- 
tion of and substantial prcgress toward 
the perfection of the Air Base wider 4 
and, second, the successful service test 
and universal acceptance of the B-17 as 
the prototype of the future basic ele- 
ment of our Army Air Force,- the heavy 
load, long encurance, high speed, multi- 
engined Bomber. 

rior to the formation of the GHQ Air 
Force in March, 1935, each Air Corps 
station was organized and administered 
primarily as a peace time home for its 
units. Field exercises and maneuvers 
were comparatively infrequent, and when 
held required the formation of provision- 
al command and staff set-ups, provision- 
al groupings of units, and the improvisa- 
tion of a system of maintenance and 
supply. Ene rey 
_ Recognition, definition and initial 
impetus of the necessity for air bases 
were made official by that splendid docu- 
ment, TR:440-15, issued by the War De- 
partment over the signature of our Chief 
of Staff, General Malin Craig, on October 
15, 1935. Development and perfection of 
the details of air base operation requir- 
ed thought and time, and much trial and 
error. Initial mistakes were rectified, 
and the soundness of the present system 
was proved in the GHQ Air Force maneuvers 
in California in the spring of 1937. 
Major General George S, Simonds, Command- 
ing the Fourth Army and Ninth Corps Area, 
and appointed for those maneuvers as the 
special representative of the Secretary 
cf War, complimented the efficiency of 
the GHQ Air Force Air Base system of 
supply and service. General Simond's 
long experience in such matters and the 
high professional regard in which he is 
universally held len eat weight to 
his opinions. His praise was a source 
of extreme | eg abet ye to all echelons 
of the GiQ Air Force. thanks and ap- 
preciation go from the heart to those 
officers and enlisted men who worked 
hard to overcome the inertia ef the out- 
moded system with which they were famil- 
iar, and who ny across the new system, 
80 necessary to the operations in tho 
field of a modern air force. 

What is this air base system? It is 
simply an organization for war on func- 
tional lines. The combat units are re- 
sponsible for combat operations with a 

nimum of responsibility for administra- 
tion, supply and service. The air base, 
comprising as it does a large area, is 
bapa hn 4 responsible eo er main- 

enance end service for the combat units, | 


—u 


Frank M, Andrews, 
U. S, Army. 


with a minimum of Segpnnel bs ss ty for op- 
eration, In time of war or field exer- 
cises or maneuvers, the air base com- 
prises the home station and all occupied 
auxiliary airdromes within a radius of 
approximately 200 miles, served by the 
Headquarters and Air Base Squadron as-~- 
signed to that air base. In garrison, 
the air base shrinks to include only 

the home station, and sub-stations, if 
any. Thus an air base is flexible in 
extent, and varies according to the sit- 
uation, from the home station alone to 
the home station, sub stations and all 
auxiliary airdromes served by the air 
base squadrons, augmented when necessary 
by air base squadrons or parts thereof 
from other stations not active at the 
moment, 

4 few details are yet to be solved, 
but in the main the process system is 
satisfactory, and I believe it to be the 
only system which can make integral and 
cohesive combat units truly mobile, and 
can insure a practical app ication of 
the theory that "the impetus of supply 
is from the rear." 

Memories are notoriously shcrt, but 
reflection will remind us that one short 
year ago the modern four-engined Bember, 
exemplified by the B-17 Bombardment air- 
Se was under fire. It was thought 

o be "too much airplane" for Air porpe 
personnol,- unnecessarily large, cestly 
and complex. 

During the past year, GHQ Air Force 
peer have proved beyond easton by 
housands of hours in all weather and by 
the dropping ef thousands cf bombs at 
maneuvering and stationary targets, that 
the fovr~engined, heavy load, high per- 
formance Bombardment airplane is not 
only valuable but necessary if the GHQ 
Air Force is to execute the role that 
will fall to it in the event ef war. The 
trend is toward still larger Bombers of 
equal or better performance, and within 
a short time I am certain the B-17 will 
be considered a small airplane. 

In addition to the outstanding prog- 
ress in the development of the Air Base 
system and the proving of the modern 
Romber, my New Year's message would be 
incomplete without mention of the reduc- 
tion accident rates; the improvement 
in gunnery by Pursuit and Attack units; 
and the perfection and extension of the 
science “f navigation by reconnaissance 
and Bombardment units. 

To all personnel, officers and enlist- 
ed, of the GHQ Air Force; to the Materiel] 
Division and other agencies of the Chief 
of the Air Corps, and to the arms and 

(Continued on Page 4, ). 
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THE AUTOMOBILE - saIRCRAFT SHOW AT MARCH FIELD 
By the ilews Letter Correspondent 


With "Pea-Shooters," broad-winged 
Bombers, sleek Attack planes, shiny new 
automoblles and colored searchlights and 
anti-aircraft equipment beings displayed, 
the March Field "Line" became a crowd- 
thronged midway November le, 13 and 14, 
as the second annual Automobile-Aircraft 
Show was staged. The show was sponsored 
by the Riversice, Calif., Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Tae show was officially opened at 1:00 


p.m., November 12th, following a luncheon 


at the Officers' Club which was attended 
by business men of Riverside, executives 
or the Santa Fe Railway, movie stars 
from Universal Studios and officers of 
March Field. 

Colonel John H, Pirie, Post Commander, 
gave the opeaine address of welcome over 
the speciall 
tem loaned by the Standard Oil Company 
of California, and papery eee by Major 
Edward Martin, Post Chaplain. Major 
Early E.W. Duncan, March Field Public 
Relations Officer and officer in charge 
of the show, introduced Mayor William &, 
Evans, °f Riverside, who officially ac- 
cepted Colonel Pirie's welcome. The 
Reveille Guns sounded, and the show was 
on. 

Two of the large hangars on both sides 
of the Headquarters building were given 
over to the automobile displays (which 


mobile Show). In a third hangar there 
was a display of trailers, accessories 
and anti-aircraft equipment. On the 
March Field railway tracks stood a new 
streamlined coach and diner of the Santa 
Fe Railway, open for inspection. 

Each of the three days saw regularly 
scheduled flying by the 19th Bombardment 
Group, the 17th Attack Group, and turee 
P-~26's from Barksdale Field, La., flowa 


aerial events were scheduled for both — 
afternoon and evening. 


' 


| 


ulated attack on advancing infantry. 

During the evening shows, only air- 
planes of the 19th and 17th Groups par- 
ticipated. Phantom-like they circled 
the field unseen until the huge search- 
lights of the 63rd Coast Artillery open- 
ed up, riddling tae sky with bright, 
vari-colored lights which outlined whole 
formations, As a climax to the evening 
shows, the Attack planes ag ag para- 
chute flares and landed by them. 

All events were described over the 
broadcast system by Majors Early Duncan, 
Victor Strahm, John Cannon and Zdward 
Martin. Celebrities, who visited the 


| show as guests and sponsors, were intro- 
'cuced from the reviewing stand by Major 


' Duncan, 


During each show, the Post 


‘Commandant greeted the visitors over the 


y installed loud speaker sys- 


broadcast system. ? 
Sunday, November 14th, which saw the 


largest attendance, an almost unruly 


: crowd of nearly 30,000 
| added attractions exhib 


iE had as 
tiens by the 


| Motorcycle Squad o* the Les Angeles 


i and I 
i such film celebrities as 


Police Department, the Riverside Drum 
Bugle Corps, and the pecs of 
eddie 


| Bartholomew, James Stewart, Virginia 


| Grey and William Weldman. 


Freddie 


: Rartholomew wanted to ride one of the 
motorcycles, but later said he would 
'‘Tatner "just watch" the Pursuit planes. 
were duplicates of the Los Angeles Auto- | 
i hac departed and tne darkened streets 


Sunday night, after the last patron 


seemed unusually quiet in the absence 
of multiple laughter and the excited 


| chatter or thousands of voices, single 
| footsteps echoed hollowly against the 


,Of this annua 
by Lieuts. Landry, Lessig and Keith. The | good will and 


' 
' 
‘ 


sides of the huge silent hangars, It 
was satisfaction and high pride in 
acnievment walking rampant aver every- 
thing, An ortant phase in the value 
show is the spirit of 
ood fellowship which it 
helps to promulgate between the person- 
nel of Marca Field and the citizens of 


During the afternoon shows, six Bombers| Southern California. 


from the 19th Group, led by Captain 
Ferris and Lieut. Boyd, flew in various 
formations and passed in review low over 
the long line of people on the north 
edge 4f the mat. Next came the "Three 
Mosquitos," led by Lieut. Landry, who 
sent their P-26's through thrilling 
maneuvers which were climaxed with 
screaming power dives that had people 


| 
| 
| 


instinctively buckling their legs despite! to come. 


the fact that the planes always maintain- 


ed a safe altituds. The final event of 


the aerial show was the flying by 18 air-! 


plsnes from the 17th Attack Group, led 
y Major Mallory, Captain Lawson and 
Lieut. Terrill. Flying in close forma- 
tion, they passed in review and then 
laid smoke screens over the south side 
of the field. The planes, flying very 


low, then penetrated the screen in a oats 


! 





--~000--— 


The General Headquarters Air Force 
(Continued from Page 3). 








. services of the War Department which 


have contributed to the past successful 
year, I extend my thanks and sincere 
wishes for an even more successful yeer 


---000--- 


Personnel of Moffett Field, Calif., 
played hosts to personnel cf TWA anu 
United Air Line transports during a 
Gense fog which covered the Bay Area on 
December 16, 1937. The commercial air- 
men spent two or three hours on the 
ground and took to the air late in the 


ternoon, 
oe y-7588, A.C. 











FORESIGHT PAYS DIVIDENDS 


Accordi to the News Letter Correspon- 
dent from Pope Field, Fort Bragg, N.C. 
Major Edmund P, Gaines, of that post, is 


planning te apply to someone for a lif 
saving medal, It appears that several 
months ago the sum of 34,800 became 
available for repairing and painting the 
balloon hangar at Fort brage and for 
other necessary repairs. 1 of this 
money was spent for materials, and addi- 
tional funds not being available the 
projects were undertaken by ytd 
the services of the enlisted men. 8 
repairs te the balloon hangar included 
the installation of a new roof. When 

it is considered that this is really an 
airshi ym ret almost 100 feet high, 
the difficurties and dangers which beset 
inexperienced personnel working at this 
height are manifest. 

As a safety measure, Major Gaines pro- 
cured from Scott Fielc a lerge airship 
inflation net and had it hung, double 
thickness, immediately below the roof 
trusses in the hangar. The size of this 
net can be ys | geet be when it is con- 
sidered that 1t was large enough to be 
doubled and yet amply cover a space of 
76 by 220 feet. With this safety net 
in P ace, the mcrale of the men working 
on the under side of the roof was high 
ae ee went merrily along with the 
werk, 

On December 10th, the net paid its 
first dividend. Private Charles E. 
Baker, 16th Observation Squadron, one 
of the best steel workers in the crew, 
lost his footing on the scaffolding un- 
der the trusses and plummetted into the 
net. He received only minor scratches 
and, none the worse for the incideni, 
was back on the job the next day, Pri- 
vate Baker is now the recipient of many 
good natured jibes, which attest to his 
popularity, and what would have been a 
tragedy at this station resulted merely 
in a happily closed ee 

m=O 0 -— = 
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MORE NAVIGATORS GRADUATE AT MITCHEL FIEID 


Certificates of proficiency in dead 
re and celestial navigation were 
presented to a group of eight officers 
of the Ninth Bombardment Group, Mitchel 
Field, N.¥., at Officers' Call on Decen- 
ber 10th: ‘Those ye thse 7 o from 
Lieut. Colonel C.W. Connell, Group Com- 
mander, were: Major Ulysses G, Jones, 
gap teens Joseph Smith, Milton M. Towner, 
ist Lieuts. Emery S, Wetzel, Millard C. 
Young, Dwight Divine II, and Milton F. 
Summerfelt, Air Corps. 

The graduation of these officers 
brings the total number of navigators 
trained be the Mitchel Field Navigation 
School, since its inception in August, 
1935, to 33. Commenting upon the gradua- 





tion of this class, Colonel Walter H., 
4 


Frank, Base Commander, expressed himself 
as beinz pleased with the progress made 
toward training the Regular Army offi- 
cers of the Ninth Group as navigators, 
and hoped that the day would soon ar- 
rive when the course could be made avail- 
able to Air Reserves. 

The course of instruction offered to 
the recent graduating class exceeded the 
usual three-month period devoted to 
classes, due to suspension of the school 
during maneuver periods when the services 
of the students were required elsewhere. 

The highlight of the present class was 
the graduation flight from Mitchel Field 
to San Antonio, Texas, via the Gulf of 
Mexico, Two flights of two B-18's made 
the trip, the first flight extending 
from November 16th to 19th, and the 
second flight from November 30th to De- 
cember 3rd. The purpose of the flights 
was to comply with the new GHQ Air Force 
directive which requires all new gradu- 
ates to demonstrate their raged | to 
navigate this flight before certificates 
of absentee pop may be granted. JFach 

-~18 carried two students who rotated in 
a the duties of dead reckoning 
and cslestial navigator. 

The planes took off from Mitchel Field 
shortly after midnight and arrived at 
Jacksonville, Fla., for breakfast and 
servicing. From there the flight headed 
for Tampa, where it struck out on a 766 
nautical miles water leg over the Gulf 
of Mexico to Corpus Christi, Texas, and 
from there to Randolph Field. After a 
stopover of one day at Randolph Field 
for maintenance, e return flight was 
made over the same route. Both legs 
over the Gulf of Mexico were flown dur- 


| ing ylight, while the legs between 
uitchel and Sacksonville were flown at 
night, 


e flights were highly satisfactory 
in every respect, and particularly so 
from the navigation standpoint. emark- 
able accuracy was attained by 
celestial landfalls on Co s Christi 
and on Tampa, which were e termini of 
the legs across the Gulf. 

All position reports were transmitted 
over the SCR-187-A set to the Second 
Wing Station DF4 at Langley Field. Char- 
acteristic of the high performance of 
the radio communications was the prompt- 
ness with which DF4 pee Ay for the 
Plane's message that landing was being 
accomplished at Randolph Field. 

Position reports were also rendered on 
schedule to Coast Guard stations lying 
along the route, Direct contact with 
the Coast Guard on the over water legs 
contributed considerably to the crew's 
peace of mind. 

Weather conditions were most favorable 
for making celestial observations. Only 
on the Jacksonville-Mitchel Field leg 
of the second flight was there any de- 
parture from pre-flight plans. Here an 

(Continued on Page } 
V-7588, A.C. 





"TT 


NEW PILOTS FOR PHILIPPINE ARMY AIR CORPS 

The first graduation exercises for the 
Philippine Army Air Corps were held on 
October SO, 1937, the followi four of- 
ficers graduating: Captain Basilio 
Fernando, lst Lieuts. Oscar Sales, Edwin 
D. Andrews and 2nd Lieut. Pelagio A. 


Cruz. Each officer had the following 
amount of flying time unon graduation: 
Captain Fernando - 284:20 
Lieut. Sales - 427:05 
Lieut. Andrews - 281:00 
Lieut. Cruz - 402:35 


President Manuel L, Quezcn was the 
guest of honor and delivered the princi- 
pal address, Ranking officers of tae 
United States Army wno were present were 
General Douglas MacArthur, Military Ad- 
viser of the Commonwealth of the Philip- 
pines; Major Generals Lucius R.Holbvoox, 
Commanding the Philippine Department; 
John H, Hughes, commanding Fort William 
McKinley, and Brigadier General Evan H. 
Humphrey, Commanding Fort Stotsenbur2. 

Many other high ranking officers or 
the U.S, Army were also present, as were 
the following Philippine Army ranking 
officers: 

Major Generals Paulino Santos, Chief 
of Staff; Basiiio J. Valdes, Deputy 
Chief of Staff; Brigadier Generals 
Guillermo B, Francisco, Commanding Gen- 
eral of First Regular Division, and 
Vicente Lim, Chief of War Plans Division 

These are the first Philippine Arny 
flyers to graduate from the Philippine 
Army flying school. Five more will be 
graduated about March or April, 1938. 
All graduates were trained in flying by 
Lieuts. Hugh A. Parker and W.L, Lee, 
U.S. Army Air Corps, who are loaned to 
the Philippine Government for this pur- 
pose. 

In connection with this program, Lieut. 
Parker was presented the Distinguisaed 


Service Star of the Philippines by Presi- 


dent Quezon, Lieut. Parker had beam or- 
dered to the States, returning cn the 
November transport. He had been on duty 
with the Philippine Army since May 16, 
1936, and in this length of time hag 
flown over 1,000 hours in Philippine 
Army airplanes, training Philippine Army 
pilots. He is being replaced by Captain 
Mark K, Lewis, Jr. 


In addition to the four pilots mention-) 


ed atcve, who graduated cn October 30Ota, 
the Philippine Army Air Corps has one 
officer woo is a graduate of the Army 
Air Corps Training Center and the Army 
Air Corps Technical School. It has 13 
advanced students and seven primary stu- 
dents who have soloed in Manila. In ad- 
dition to this, there is one officer at 
Chanute Field at the present time study- 
ing aerial photography, who is also a 
graduate of the dir bone Training 
Center. It has four officers at the 
Primary Flying School at Randolph Field 
wno started training in July, 1937, and 


| who are at the present time on the basic 
stage. From all reports, these students 
are doing satisfactory work. 

The order awarding the Distinguished 
Service Star of the Philippines to Lieut. 
Parker is quoted below, as follows: 

"MALACANAW PALACE 
Menila 


October 30, 1937 
| 1. For outstanding service to the 
| Commonwealth of the Philippines, in a 
| position of major responsibility, there 
is hereby presented to First Lieutenant 
Hugh A, Parker, Air Corps, United States 
Army, THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE STAR of 
the Philippines. As Plans and Training 
Officer cr the Air Corps Training Cen- 
ter. Philippine Arny, and individual in- 
structor of flying cadets, his services 
have been characterized by unusual effi- 
ciency and professional skill, unflag- 
'ging enthusiasm, and outstanding results. 
Hi. work has required incessant devotion 
to duty, a readiness and capacity to 
| comprenend trae particular requirements 
of Filipino students, and an ability to 
;adjust technical instruction so as to 
overcome unusual difficulties. His ac- 
complishments anc examples have been an 
|inspiration to every member of the Air 
|Corps of the Philippine Army and a 
'source of satisfaction to tne Chief of 
|Air Corps, the Chief of Staff, the Mili- 
| tary Adviser, and the Commonwealth Gov- 
| ernment, 


 Genoral Orders 
| No, 


| (Sgd.) MANUEL L, QUEZON, 

Commander sSieienee 4 Philippine Army." 

~--000--- 
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| Navigetors Graduate at Mitchel Field 
(Continued from Paged ). 
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overnight delay was caused by severe 
_icing conditions in the vicinity cf Cape 
Latteras, 

The total distance covered by each 
|flight was 3585.2 nautical miles. All 
|Navigators were enthusiastic over the 
; training value of extended flights and 
|falt that they served to instill a 
| spirit of confidence difficult to develop 
,On shorter flighis. " 

———O\) 0 





| During the month ef November, the 4th 
‘Observation Squadron, Luke Field, 1T.H., 
‘completed its most extensive training 
iperiod during tiiis fiscal year. Over 
|c00 hours were flown ps eleven pilcis. 
'Highlights of the month were one wes<'s 
|field training at South Cape; a goorly 
iportion of aerial gunner . compieted,and 
; the activity of the Squadron Navigaiion 
|School, which is well under way. 

| The Squadron just received a new BI-9, 
and all pilots are well pleased with its 
characteristics. It is to be used on 
liaison missions and a Ce adjustments. 
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PERFORMANCES OF B-17'S EVOKE ENTHUSIASM 


A B-17 Bombardment airplane, returning 
on December 6th from Miami, Fla., en 
reute to Langley Field, Va., performed 
what one may call an interesting naviga- 
tion mission, With bad weather and low 
ceilings reported along the entire route, 
fuel was conserved by cruising at a low 
speed and thereby maxing it possible to 
turn to any one of several possible al- 
ternate landing fields out of the area 
of bad weather, After flying for approx- 
imately an hour and a half, there was 
such a definite improvement in the 
weather that a normal cruising speed was 
made possible: The 975 miles of the in- 


land route, via Savannah, Ga., was cover- 


ed in 4 hours and 10 minutes flying time, 
or at a ground speed of 235 miles per 
hour. 

This is no record or any attempt to. 
accomplish anything other than a routine 
training fligat, yet it shows definitely 
what the "Flying Fortress" can be expect- 
ed to do. 

The B-17 was commanded by Lieutenant 





Colonel Robert Olds, the combat crew com-| 


EXPERIENCES IN BAD WEATHER FLYING 


First Lieut. Gerald E, Williams, of 
the 2Oth Bombardment Squadron, Langley 
Field, Va., recently obtained some in- 
teresting experiences in winter bad 
weather flying while making an extended 
navigation flight to San Antonio, Texas, 
in the North American BT-9B, On two 
legs of the flight he encountered icing 


conditions, and while the plane picked 
up considerable ice the flyi racter- 
istics did not appear to be affected. 


The carburetcr heat control, however, was 
entirely inadequate, and time and again 
with the carburetor heat full on, the 
carburetor iced up sufficiently to lose 
flying power. The opening of the mix- 
ture control, however, caused the engine 
to backfire, clearing the ice out of the 
carburetor. 9 

awww OO -~—— 


BRITISH GENERAL VISITS KELLY FIELD 
Major General W.G, Holmes, ef the 


British Army, visited tne Air Corps Ad- 
vanced Flying School at Kelly Field, 


prisve Major Edwin R, McReynolds, Captain) texas, on December 9ta, and while at 


harles EH, Caldwell and Lieut. Robert F. 
Travis, all of the Headquarters and 
Headquarters Squadron, Second Bombardment 


Group, 

A row interesting facts regarding the 
"lying Fortresses" may here be recorded. 
The first B-17 was delivered at Seattle, 
Wash,, on March 1, 1937, and the twelfth 
and last B-17 on July. 26, 1937. 

Since delivery of the first article, 
the "Jeeps"* have flown 679,000 miles, 
cr over 2? times around the world, or 
the equivalent of 1415 full twenty-four 
hour days in the air. 

"With the B-17's performing better and 
better every day," asserts the News 
Letter Correspondent, "combat crews are 
enthusiastic and elated over the super- 
iority and dependability of their four- 
ongiaee equipment and, with prospects 
brighter than ever for the creation of a 
striking Air Force with equipment and 
personnel suitable and capable in tne 
defense of our country, the Secoad Bom- 
bardment Group is grateful for the honor 
of being permitted to contribute so di- 
rectly to the universally recognized new 
= in military as well as civil avia- 

Zon. 

*Note: We enter here a mild protest 
eT gt the application by the Langley 
Field Correspondent of the term "Jeeps" 
to the B-17's, Firstly, that term is 
not befitting an airplane of this type. 
Why not let the term "Flying Fortress" 
suffice? Secondly, the autogyro has 
prior claim to the appellation of 
‘Jeeps;" so let us be consistent. 
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this field he was accompanied by Colonel 
Arnold N, Krogstad, Commandant of the 
Advaiced wiying School, and lst Lieut. 
Troup Miller, Jr. 

General Holmes was well pleased with 
every tning he saw, and made particular 
mention of the Miniature Range building 
for training in artillery adjustment. 
He was entertained at luncheon by the 
Commanding General of the Air Corps 
Training Center at Randolph Field, fol- 
lowing his visit to Kelly Field, and 
later in the afternoon left for New 
Orleans, La. 

---000--- 


SEED PLANTING IN HAWAII FROM THE AIR 


Initiating field training for the 5th 
Composite Group, December lst found the 
23rd Bombardment Squadron, of Luke Field, 
T.H., packed and moving to Burns Field 
on the Island of Kauai for one week of 
camping. "With all the available 
Keystone airplanes in the Group attached 
for this move," declares the News Letter 
Correspondent, "we feel that the trip 
will be more than worth while. The chief 
purpose of this po cen, sepa l is to carry 
out a 'Seed Planting Program' in coopera- 
tion with the Chief Forester of the Ter- 
ritory of Hawaii, The camp will allow 
all personnel to become better acquainte?c 
with the terrair of the Island of Kauai 
both from the air —— from the ground." 

mw) 0 ww 


During the month of Nevember the ap fe 
eering Department of the San Antonio Air 
Depot overhauled 17 airplanes and 56 en- 
gined and repaired 39 planes and 10 
engines, 
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ARMY AIR CORPS TECHWICAL SCHOOL OPENS BRANCH AT DENVER 


Shortly after the first of January, 
1938, a branch of the Army Air Corps 
Technical School will open at Denver, 


Even with both branches operating at 
imaximum capacity, as is the War Depart-~ 
‘ment plan, additional construction will 


Colerado, according to a recent announce-/be necessary and considerable time mst 


ment by the Hon. Harry H. Woodring, 
Secretary of War. 

The War Department has contemplated 
for some time the expansion of the Air 
Corps Technical School to meet the in- 
creasi 


ity and large numbers of modern military 
aircraft which the Air Corps is now re- 
celivi 

In 
cilities for traini 


et was found advisable to establish this 
auxiliary branch school at Denver, Colo, 
The instruction for photographers and 
armorers, heretofore accomplished at 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., will here- 
after be carried cn at this new branch, 


planning the expansion of the fa- 


In the Armament Section of this School, | 


beth officers and enlisted men will be 
given instruction in the installation, 
firing, maintenance and repair of ma- 
chine guns, and in the operation and 
maintenance of all apparatus used in 
bomb dropping. 

In the Photographic Section, officers 
and enlisted men will be given thorough 
instruction in aerial photography, in- 
cluding every —- from the taking of 
the air photograph to the assembly of 
the finished prints into mosaics. The 
instruction will include the maintenance 
and repair of cameras and the mixing of 
photographic chemicals. 

Denver provides certain definite ad- 
vantages for a branch of the Technical 
School, Adjacent to the site selected 
are several areas suitable for bombing 
and gunnery ranges which would provide 
Practices gunnery firing of live ammni- 

ion and bombs. Throughout a large part 
of the your the climate of Denver is 
particularly suited to aerial photogra- 
phy « No suitable bombing and gunnery 

acilities are immediately available at 
Chanute Field, the present location of 


Air Corps technical | 
ersonnel, both commissioned and enlisted; Chanute Field 


lelapse before the two schools can meet 
ithe demand for trained men. 

| Lieut. Colonel Junius jW, Jones, Air 
|Corps, the ago Commanding Officer of 
| Chanute Field, has general supervision 


demand for Air Corps specialists) of the new construction at the Denver 
and craftsmen, due to the greater complex+Branch. 


The actual construction will be 
| done by Captain H.D, Stetson, Quarter- 
‘master Corps, Constructing termaster, 
/and Captain H,W, Anderson, Air Corps, 
| Exscutive Officer. 
Four air Corps enlisted men from 
ave already reported to 
| the new station at Denver, and about 
| 32 officers and 340 enlisted men will 
|report there soon. Of this number, ap- 
proximately 18 officers and 197 enlisted 
j|men will constitute the permanent post 
| garrison, the remainder being students. 
»; Most of the labor for building the new 
| Denver Branch is being supplied through 
,@ W.P,A, Project. For the acquisition 
jof land, the City of Denver has floated 
,@ bond issue of $750,000. Completion 
of the project is being expecited. 
| Present War Department plans contem- 
|plate that the new Denver Branch School 
| will be composed of two units: the first, 
| consisting of the School and main air- 
| drome, will be located at what was here-~ 
| tofcre the Agnes Phipps Memorial Sanitari- 
|um, appreximately six miles southeast of 


| the center of the City of Denver. 
| The present main building will be al- 
| tered to accommodate a post and school 


| headquarters, administration office, 
‘hospital, quarters, recreational and 
/messing facilities for onlisted men, 

| Vorkers employed by the Works Progress 
‘Administration are now altering and re- 
finishing other buildings to be used for 
i class rooms, shops and laboratories, 
Sixteen hundred W.P.A. workers are now 
clearing and levelling the airdrome, 

| grading runweys and erecti ars, 

| The second unit will consist of an 
‘adsquate bombing and gunnery range and 


the Air Corps Technical a ppl | Since it | 2n auxiliary airdrome adjacent thereto 
is surrounded by rich farming land and large enougn for planes cf all types. 
lies in a thickly populated section, Long! tne aint teoation of this unit has not 


winter climatic conditions with much 
cloudy weather frequently delay photo- 
graphic. work at the present location. 
For these reasons, it seemed advisable 
to select a site where weather and sur- 
roundings were more favorable to the pe- 
culiar work to be done. 

In order to open the School at Denver, 
it has been necessary to transfer from 
Chanute Field the students now undergo- 
ing instruction in the Armament and Pho- 
tographic Sections. This will permit 
the detail of additional students to the 
ne courses at Chanute Field,main- 
taining it at its regular capacity. 


yet been determined. 

This arrangement makes it possible to 
have actual aerial gunnery and bombing 
without requiring bomb-laden planes to 
fly over otner than Government property 
or to otherwise endanger the property 
of civilians residing in the vicinity. 


<ecneni 0 aoense 


Two Air Corps officers, Celonel Robert 
E.M, Goolrick and Major Arthur W. Brock, 
Jr., both holding temporary rank, were 
given permament promotions in these 

ades, effective December lst for Col. 
oolrick, and December ats 5 a : a 
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"wWwiNG HIGH?S * 
In 1934, when the Alaskan Flight was | perial review pe ground inspection of 
enroute north, a Canadian Army regiment (| bHe troo The ternoon is devoted 


at Winnipeg gave a dimer in honor of | 
the American fliers. 
a famous old organization and conducted | 
along formal lines and a definite cere- | 
monial routine which had been in exis- | 
tence in the regiment for many, meny 

ears. General Arnold, Commander of the 
Flight, was ag! y | 
features of this "Regimental" night. 

Shortly following his return, General 
Arnold was made Commanding General of 
the First Wing, GHQ Air Force, March 
Field, Calif. Not long after the com- 
pletion of the organization, General 
Arnold introduced, the "Wing Night," pop- 
ularly called the "Whing Ding." All the 
efficers of the Wing assembled at the 
Officers' Club for preliminary refresh- | 
ment, followed by formal dinner, conduct- 
ed along a definite schedule. Near the 
close of the dinner, a member of the 
Wing Staff arose and proposed a toast - 
"The President of the United States, " 
which concluded the formal ceremonials at 
the dinner, 

Thereafter, a prominent speaker, such 
as tne Corps Area Commander, delivered 
before the officers of the Wing there 
assembled, an entertaining and instruc- 
tive address on a current topic. The 
evening concluded with a "show" usually 
devise 
to point to the idiosyncrasies and ec- 
centricities which certain officers of 
the Wing had recently demonstrated, wit- 
tingly or bea Dh oe to their later 
discomfort, Usually there was a comic 
presentation of the "Dumbell Trophy" to 
the individual of the Wing who had made 
the outstanding mistake of the month. As 
the show was finished, all of the offi- 
cers joined in singing Wing and Group 
songs. 

General Arneld was enthusiastic for 
those "Wing Dinners," believing that 
they greatly promoted the spirit of get- 
together and raised morale. General of- 
ficers of other branches of the service 
waco attended these dinners, were particu- 
larly enthusiastic about their ritual, 
routine and programs and the beneficient 
results they believed were sure to fol- 
low these affairs, 

Reports are coming into the Office of 
the Chief of the Air Corps that other 
Wings ef the GHQ Air Force are carrying 
out this or a similar idea. A report 
from Brigadier Geueral George H, Brett 
Commanding General of the air forces of 
the Panama Canal Depertment, told of 
their recent success with these monthly 
Wing ceremonials. The Wing in Panama ap- 
parently had expanded somewhat on the 
Original theme, They devote a whole day 
and the following evening to the affair. 
The morning of the day is consumed in an 


impressed by many 
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to depict humorous instances and | 


Ss. 
to competitive athletic sports wherein 


It was a dinner by | the representatives of the various 


Squadrons anu groups compete for prizes 
and demonstrate their athletic prowess. 
In the evening, all of the officers of 
the Wing assemble for the Wing dinner. 

When General Westover recently return- 
ed from Hawaii, he spoke particularly 
of his pleasure at having witnessed a 
similar Wing function in Hawaii. 

So, it seems the Regimental Nights, 
about which old soldiers love to tell 
as among the high lights of the old 
Army, are reappearing in the Air Corps 
under this new guise, but with the same 
beneficient results, cementing friend- 


| ships, fosterin; a common understanding 


and promoting good fellowship. 


-~--000--- 
THE ORGANIZATION OF COMBAT CREWS 


In order to have properly trained com- 
bat crews ready for action as soon as 
the new Dougias B-18 Bombardment air- 
Planes are received, the 88th Reconnais- 
sance Squadron of Hamilton Field is con- 
ducting a series of classes to oaualify 
members of future combat crews. 

Under the general supervision of lst 
Lieut. Leslie 0, Peterson, Materiel Of- 
ficer, instruction is given both in 
theoretical and practical subjects, by 

ualified noncommissioned officers of 
the Squadron, Although only those men 
immediately interested in the subject 
are required to attend the periods of 
instruction and undergo the examinations 
leading to the qualification of journey- 
men in the specialty, all members of the 
Squadron are encouraged to do so. 
Instructors of future aerial engineers 


‘are Technical Sergeant Carl G. Lantz, 





Staff Sergeants Henry Williamson and 
Froment R, Alford. These three men have 
recently returned from Santa Monica, 
Calif., where taney pursued a course of 
instruction in this subject at the 
Douglas Aircraft Company, manufacturers 
of the B-18 Bombardment airplane. 

Aerial armorers are instructed by 
Corporal Oliver R. Kamstra and Private 
lst Class Blaine C, Van Valin. Aerial 
radio operators are being trained indi- 
vidually under the supervision of 2nd 
Lieut. Arthur V. Jones, Air Reserve, 
Communications phe 

=O 0 -—— 


A contract was Speae sy awarded by the 
Army Air Corps to Keuffel and Esser Co., 
Hoboken, N.J., in the amount of $177,450. 
and to Bausch Lomb Optical Co. ,Rechester, 
N.Y., in the sum of $65,000, for the pro- 
curement of two types of drift meters for 
installation in Army Air Corps Bombard- 
ment planes now being fabricated. 
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NEW PROBLEMS FOR THE AIR CORPS TO SOLVE 
NOTE: The following are the imores- 
sions of Private R.F. Fewler, 
3lst Bombardment Squadron, 
Hamilton Field, Calif., upon 
the recent visit of the XB-15 
to that station. 
| 

There was something big in the air yes- 
terday at Hamilton Field. But just how 
big was a matter that far exceeded the 
wildest calculation, Rumored about the 
field was the statement that the most 
gigantic of Air Corps aircraft was to 
make its debut at this, the newest and 
mest modern of Army air fields. 

It came Zrom out of the north, this i 
colossal ship of the ezone, and it grow 
to such proportions that doubtful. specu- 
lation went adout as. to whether cr not 
it would be able to sit down at our 
small portion of Marin County. Much to 
the ok rie of everyone (everyone from 
the field and news "hawks" epleniy from 
San Francisco were on hand to see it 
come in) this siant plane, with the aid 
of its speed-reducing flaps, landed 
easily, using but three-quarters of the 
landing mat, 

Although all were amazed at its size 
at that distance, it was not until it 
had come to rest in front of the hangar 
that the word gigantic conveyed its true | 
meaning. | 

With this airplane it wasn't a oues- | 
tion of how many men would be designated | 
to crew it or keep it in condition; it 
was whether or not one scuadron would be | 
capable of crowing one engine. And it | 
would no songer be the case 2f the Squad- 
ron sending in the report to staff offi- 
cers that one certain airplane would or 
would not be in condition on a certain 

- it would be a report concerning 
One motor only. 

Because of the distance between motors, | 
the most practicable means of communica- 
tion is the radio. A twenty-four hour 
schedule is maintained on the net, due 
to the fact that a constant check on the 
weather is necessary. The fact that the 
crew *n %ne engine might be enjoying per-, 
fect weather while the crew on the 
neighboring engine might be engulfed in | 
& blizzard makes the weather report all | 
important. 

Each member of the crew working on 
this super plane is equipped with a com- 
pass and ten days' mongcnny rations, 
provided in case he should become lost 
while going about his work, 

The average citizen isn't allowed to 
g0 aboard this craft for inspection, due 
to the fact that at the last landing one 
persen got aboard unnoticed and wasn't 
found for Ss. 

In conclusion, it is evident that if 
airplanes increase in size in the next 
ten years, as they have in the last ten, 
about the only place they will be able 
to land will be in Texas, and the mem- 


i 
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| leviathans. 


| Squadron 


| putting the aerial cooperative material 





bers of the crews will have to be 
equipred with bicycles tc take them to 
and from their stations aboard the 


---000--- 
MISSIONS WITH ENGINEER TROOPS 
After a lay-off of more than a month, 
and just when the 97th Observation 


(Corps & Army), Mitchel Field, 
i.¥., was entertaining the idea of 





in moth balls for the winter season, the 
lst Engineers at Fort DuPont, Delaware, 
came to the rescue with a call fora 
two-day mission, This work, conducted 
on December 9th and lOth, included 
spotting by aerial observer of eight 
camouflaged machine guns in defensive 
positions: on the post of Fort DuPont; 
observation of post activities under 
conditions of enemy air raid, and obser- 
vation of dismounted troops in march 
column being deployed for firing on a 
simulated attack from the air, On the 
second morning, drop and pick-up mes- 
sage work was accomplished. 
Secone Lieutenants Aifred G, Witter 
and Morris E, Thomas, Air Reserve, co- 
operated with the Engineers and attend- 


‘ed the final critique conducted by 


Colonel C.L. Hall, eee ns Officer. 
aunt OO mine 


STOCK OF PLANES AT CHANUTE FIELD GROWS 


Three Keystone Bombers (designated by 
a wisecracker as "Flying Fortresses" - 
Chanute Field type) vintage unknown, 
were fiown into that field frem Kelly 
Fielc, Texas, thus swélling the line of 
airplanes parked outside of hangars. It 
is expected that tuey will suffer pul- 


monary eg dang as a result of taeir 
| departure from the sunny south, Already 


it has been noticed that the B-16 and 
C-33 have suffered head colds and spinal 
frisidity when taney poked their noses 

or tails in hangars overnight. Only 
nose or tail could be accommodated, due 
to limited hangar space. 


---000--~ 


A contract was recently entered into 
with the Hamilton Standard Propeller Di- 


‘vision, United Aircraft Corporation, East 


Hertford, Conn., in tne sum of $56,840.4C 
for the procurement of blade assemblies 
for controllable pitch pepe dloras and 
an additional contract with the same com- 
pany in the amount of $76,500.00 for the 
procurement of propeller assemblies for 
constant speed governors; also a contrac. 
with the Eclipse Aviation Corporation, 
East Orange, N.J., in the amount of 
$27,778.00 for the procurement cf alter- 
nator and cynamotor assemblies for in- 
stallation in Bombardment aircraft now 
undergoing fabrication or already in ser- 
vice in tactical units; also a contract 
with Wendell eetnee Co., Newark,N.J. 
in amount of $44,922.25 for valve grinder 
and special tools. 
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DENVER AIR SCHOOL DESIGUATED LOWRY FIELD 


the Hon, Harry H, Woodring, Secretary of 
War, the new branch »f the Air Corps 
Technical School at Denver, Colorado, 
will be named Lowry Field, in honor of 
Lieutenant Francis B, Lowry, a resident 
of Denver, Colorado, wno was killed in 
i at Crepion, France, September 26, 

The new field is located six miles 
southeast of Denver at the former site 
of the Phipps Memorial Hospital, where 
1600 W.P.A, workers are now engaged in 
making the field suitable for occupancy 
early in January. 

The National Guard field located at 
Denver was named Lowry Field on July 1, 
1924, but since it has been discontinued 
aud closed and the future activities of 
the National Guard airmen will be con- 
ducted at the Leiiver iiunicipal Airport, 
the name now becomes available for the 
new Army Air Corns station. 

In announcing the name selected for 
the Army's new technical school site, 
the Secretary of War stated that it was 
particularly 75 ge that it be 
named Lowry Field, in view of the fact 
that Lieut. Lowry was born in Denver, 
Colorado, December 1, 1894. 

Air Corps officers said it was peculi- 
arly fitting that the new howe of the 
Eno wagner Brancn cf the Technical | 
Scnool should be named for Lieut. Lowry, | 
wno was killed while on a war-time photo-) 
graphic mission. The citation on the 
award of the Distinguished Service Cross 
to him reads as follows: 

"Oa September 26, while on a very 
important photograpaic mission, Lieut. 
Lowry with Lieut. Kelly, pilot, realiz- 
ed the importance of the mission and 
chose to continue their course tarough | 
harassing antiaircraft barrage. 
shell made a direct hit cn the plane, 
brought it down in fr ents, and in- 
stantly xilled = owry. 
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MEXICAN FLYING STUDENT KILLED IN CRASH 


| 
According to a recent announcement of | 
| 


| Dem, 
| cleared from Hensley Field the weather 


(Air Corps Materiel Division, Wright 
‘Field, Dayton, Ohio, individual i 
'ment lignting for aircraft has recently 


‘direct instrument board. 


by the tower lights of Austin, thinking: 
that one of them was the floodlight at 
the Airport, and while making an ap- 

proaca at waat he theught was the Air- 
ort the plane struck the roof of one 
yds and ploughed into the house next 
oor. 

Captain Avelino was flying an A-17 
type airplane on a student rlight with 
sixteen other students of the Attack 
Section departing from Hensley Field at 
five-minute intervals, beginning at 5:45 
At the time the first plane was 


was satisfactory along the route from 
Eensley Fielc to Kelly Field. At 6:50 
p.m,, Lieut. Vance landed at Kelly Field 
from Hensley Field and reported low 
ceilings between Waco and Austin, Captain 
Jamison, Chief of the Attack Section, 
called tne Radio Range Station at San 
Antonio, Texas, and requested a vroad- 
cast over tae Waco station to all stu- 
dents of the Attack flight to return to 
Hensley Field, and that the weather was 


‘closing in rapidly between Waco and San 
| Antonio, 
| received this broadcast and carried out 


All students of the rlight 


instructions, with the exception of 
Captain Avelino, who apparently did not 


| understand the radio broadcast and con- 
| tinued on his course, 
| low ceiling reported between Waco and 
‘ Austin, 


to encounter the 


Captain Avelino had made satisfactory 
progress in nis training at the Advanced 
Flying Scuool, and it is exceedingly un- 


'forvunace that his difficulty in under- 
| standing the Englisu language, especial- 
1 AY 
' the termination of his career in the fly- 
| ing game. 


over the radic, should have caused 


---000-~-- 
AIRCRAFT INSTRUMENT LIGHTING 
According to advice received from the 
nstru- 


boen standardized, superseding the in- 
This method of 


/ illumination, which is glareless and 


Captain F.A. Avelino, ef the Mexican 
Army, a student in the Attack Section of 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, crashed into a house 
in the city of Atistin, Texas, on the 
night of December 7th while making a 
night flight from Hensley Field, Dallas, 
Texas, to Kelly Fieid., he crash result-| 
ed in the death of Captain Avelino anda) 
two-year old child, who had just been 
ee to bed by its mother a few minutes 

efore the crash, 

Captain Avelino was attempting to lo- | 
cate the Austin Airport while flying at 
a low altitude (the ceiling estimated at | 
300 feet, and ragged) and had been heard | 
circling over Austin just prior to tne | 
crash, Apparently he became confused 


‘uniform, is obtained by the use of a 3- 
volt miniature lamp, replaceable in 
' volts and uniformity of lighting be- 


Voltage reduction from 12 to 3 


tween instrume.ts is obtained by the 

use of fixed resistors of various re- 
sistance values. A control rheostat 

in the 12-volt circuit is used for the 
variation of iliumination on the instru- 
ments, The electrical system to the in- 
strument lamp is electrically shielded 
and uses @ nee conuector, 

—-—-0U0-—— 


Captain Courtland M, Brown, Air Crrps, 
was promoted to the temporary rank of 
Major in the Air Corps with rank from 
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MY AIR CORPS ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR 1937 AND PLANS FOR 1938 


A Review by Major General 0. 


With the passing of the year 1937, it 
is well to make a survey of accomplish- 
ments in the immediate past and lay 
plans to guide us toward future progress. 

Army Air Corps accomplishments for 
1937 can best be summarized under throe 
headings: Technical development and ex- 
perimentation; production of material, 
airplane engines, and accessory equip- 
ment; tactical operation. 


Technical Development and Experimentatim 


Westover, Chief of Air Cu. per- 


ciency over 1936 types. 

' Development in the power plant field 
‘for the year included delivery and test 
of air-cooled and liquid-cooled engines 
‘of increased power and refinement. En- 
|gines of a shape suitable for installa- 
'tion.in airplane wings appeared and-were 
i|pushed to completion. These looked par- 
| ticularly prcmising for large planes re- 
| quiring multi-engine emplacement, 

| Not alone in the airplane and engine 





The year 1937 stressed the development 
and initial test of several interesting 
airplane types. The X¥M-1 Bell mlti- 
seater fighter was watched with particu- 
lar interest by Army Air Corps officers 
because it represented not only ¢ new 
game but an entirely new development, 

ighters in the rag 4 Air Corps hereto- 
fore have been of the single-seater and 
tve-seater types, each powered by a 
single engine, The multi-ceater fighter 
was drawn up to new specifications, our 
tactical organizations havi expressed 
a need for a fisater with sufficient 
poser to cope successfully with the giant 

ombers appearing in all the leading air 
powers of the world. The experimental 
plane, the Bell "Atracuda," was 1937's 
answer to that requirement. It combines 
into cne airplane probably more depart- 
ures and experimental installations than 
any other single airplane developed in 
the world last year. It is now undergo- 
ing flight tests at our Experimental Di- 
vision, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

Another plane, unioue in the field of 
aviatien, which was developed to Army 
Air Corps specifications and delivered 
for test during the year was the so- 


: 


called sub-stratosphere plane, the Lock- |! 


heed ¥C-35. In outward appearance very 
similar to a Lockheed commercial plane 
product, it was developed with a super- 
charged pressure cabin and is now being 
used as an experimental laboratory at 
Wright Field to study the effects on 
personnel and equipment in operations 
at high altitude, It was the first 
such pressure cabin plane known and is 
devised to obtain the data and test ac- 
cesscry equipment, looking to the time 
when military air fleets and commercial 
air transport may move at high levels in 
the interest of increased speed, effi- 
ciency and economy. 

The XB-15, Boeing 4-engine "Super Fly- 
ing Fortress," was delivered to the Army 
Air Corps in December as the next step 
in the Army's big bomber development pro- 
gram. It represented a tremendous in- 
crease in range and armament capacity. 

The XP-37, developed by the Curtiss 
Airplane Division, falo, N.Y., was 
the year's outstanding single-seater 
fighter built for the Army Air Corps. It 
emphasizes a considerable increase in 


speed, maneuverability, and combat effi- | scale maneuvers. 
li 


|field was progress made; many accesso- 

j Tics were completed experimentally and 

' tested which are expected to have a 
|'marked effect on the universal utility 
‘of both fighting anc commercial aircraft. 
| Outstanding in this field was the Army's 
‘eutomatic -anding device, This unit, 

| developed by officers and engineers at 
|'Wright Fielc, demonstrated by more than 
| fifty landings shat it is now possible 

| to land aircraft successfully in a 

| kind of weather, even with zere visibil- 
lity, avtomatically, without a human hand 
| touching the controls. New and import- 
ant inst>uments were designed and per- 

| fected facilitating celestial navigation 
for aircraft. 

Production of Materiel 

More than 400 new airpianes were 
bought by the Air Corps during the year 
| to PE Sy with the Army's program to 
build by June, 1940, to the authorized 
‘strength of 2320 modern effective planes. 
These new military aircraft are of 
latest types and designs, and it is no 
exaggeration to say that they are in 
‘every case the equal, and in some cases 
the superior in combat efficiency to 
tacse possessed in quantity by any other 
country. 

Pounds were expended in large amounts 
to increase our operating efficiency by 
; supplying more nearly adequate bases, 
|Prominent among the new fields for the 
‘year on which work was started er push- 
|ed energetically were Hickam Field in 
Hawaii; McChord Field, the new Northwest 
iair base at Tacoma, Washington; and the 
branch of the Air Corps Technical School 
at Lowry Field, Denver, Colorado. Exist- 
ins airdromes were greatly improved by 
additional hangar construction, shop and 
technical equipment installations and by 
| the construction of additional landing 
and take-off runways. 

Tactical Operation 

The General Headquarters Air Force 
ably supervised and superintended train- 
ing programs and schedules approved b 
the War Department for Air Corps tactic- 
al units. Early in the year, individual 
pilot at ta ce dl was stressed, immedi- 
ately followed by squadron, group and 
wing maneuvers devised to improve and 
test tactical unit efficiency on a large 
scale. Organization treining was tested 
on a war-time basis by several large 
Organizations made sev- 
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eral mass flights from coast to coast to 
persect all the details of mobility and 

o demonstrate the problems incicent to | 
a concentration of our Air Force on 
either coast. 

The Outlook for 1938 

Plans have already been perfected and 
initiated to stress in 1938 our experi- 
mental plane and enzsine development. It 
has been recognized by our military lead- 


| 

| 

ers that great emphasis must be placed | 
| 

| 

| 





on experimentation and development of 
flying equipment if our country is to 
remain abreast of world air progress. 
This is particularly true in view of the 
fact that it is well known that several 
or the leading air powers in the world, 
now realizing the reason for American 
predominance, are expending vast sums on 
tueir aviation exnerimental programs. We 
now know, therefore, that if we do not 
increase our funds for research and de- 
velopment materially within three to 
five years, we shall be left behind in 
aeronautical progress. Our planes and | 
engines will be inferior to those of our 
possible adversaries, 

The definite trends in aviation point | 
to the ever increasing size of aircraft, 
increased horsepower output of engines, | 
with less weight per unit horsepower, and | 

| 





multiple-engine employment. Another 
definite trend is toward the more uni- 

versal employment of aircraft in all 
weathers and climes, made possible by 
perfected flight and navigational instru- 
ments. | 
Two great air doctrines will motivate | 
all military air work fcr 1938. The | 
| 
| 


first of these is a realizatirn that air- 
planes alone do not make an Air Force, 
Along with modern up-to-date planes must 
go skilled operating and combat crews, 
trained maintenance crews, efficient ac- 
cessory equipment, and le air bases. 
The second of these basic and funda- | 
mental doctrines was ably enunciated by 
the Secretary of War in the following 
words: 
"It should be borne in mind that 
modern aircraft cannot be guickly impro- | 
} 
| 
| 
{ 


vised. The construction of airplanes 
necessarily takes considerable time. 
Hence, our peacetime strength should ap- 
proximate rather closely our require- 
ments in war. Furthermore, in a major 
wer our air arm would probably be engaged 
almost immediately on the opening of hos- 
tilities. Therefore, it is desirable 
that it be practically on a war footing 
in time of peace," 
---000--- 

1937 REDD AVARD GOES TO Z.:°. JACOBS 

For his work on the aerocynamic im- — 
provement of airfoils used in modern mil- 
ltary and commercial aircraft, ir. 
Jastman ll, Jacobs, aeronautical engineer 
on the staff of the National Advisory 
Committee fer Aeronautics, was recently 
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awarded the Sylvanus Albert Reed Award 
for the year 1937. It was considered 
that Mr. Jacobs' contribution to aero- 
nautical science during the last year 
was outstanding, and that, as a result 
tuereof, the performance of airplanes, 
both as to speed and carrying ospeen ys 
las been improved, all modern military 
and commercial airplanes using the wing 
sections developed by him, It was fur- 
tucr Madey suOw) tuat tue use Of tuc new 


| type of wing improved the safety as well 
| as the performance caaracteristics of the 


airplanes, 

the Reed Award, which includes a certi- 
ficate and a cash award of ‘i250, is 
granted each year, uncer tne auspices of 
the Institute of the Aeronautical 
Sciences, "for a notable contribution to 
tae aeronautical sciences resulting from 
experimental or theoretical investiga- 
tions, the beneficial influence of which 
on the development of practical aeroneut- 
ics is apparent." 

iir. Jacobs' investigations were conduct- 
ed in the laboratories of the ational 
Advisory Committee for Aeronautics at 
Langley Field, Va. He initiated an ex- 
tensive research for development of im- 
proved forms for airplanes, and through 
years of study has developed shapes which 
Sive the most efficient air flow. His 


‘work has been recognized by the Society 


of Automotive Zngineers, which awarded 
him the “risht Brothers Wedal in 1933, 
aad by the Royal Academy of Italy, which 
cntertained him as guest speaker of the 
Volta Foundation in saa 

—---—O0U0 --— 


THE THREZ-VHaeL LANDING GHAR 


An Associated Press aviation correspon- 
recently stated that American avia- 
tion is about ready to set forth on a tri. 
cycle, and in doin, so will revolutionize 
not only the airplane industry but air- 
port planning as well. He goes on to say 
taat Wajor Carl F. Greene, Air Corps, 
head of *he Air Corps engineering eae 
ment branch, Materiel Division, Wright 
Field, Onio, intimated that results of 
experiments with a three-wheeled landing 
gear, designed to supplant the orthodox 
undercarriage, already suggest important 
Caanges in airplane design, flight opera- 
tions and airdrome construction, 
According to Major Greene, tests con-~ 
ducted on a 9,000-pound twin-motored con- 
verted amphibian show that the ship, 
equipped with the tricycle gear, can be 
landed wita less regard to prevailing 
wind direction or to the attitude of the 
ship, than in the case if an airplane 
equipped with tae present type of under- 
carriage. Thus is suggestec elimination 
of extensive systems of runways for air- 
ports - and substitution of an all- 
concrete or other hardsurfaced landing 
field to accommodate probable increase 
in air travel. In its military aspects 
tuere arises the es ne of utiliz- 
(Continued on Page Y4 ; 
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FLOOD RELIEF WORK IN CALIFORNIA 


Flood relief work in the inundated 
central valley cf California on December 
12th and 13th by the 88th Reconnaissance 
Squadron cf Hamilton Field, Calif., prov- 
ed again the usefulness of the Army in 
peace-time emergencies. With the Sacra- 
mento and San Joaquin Rivers and their 
tributaries overflowing after torrential | 
reins, with towns inundated, levies 
breaking and survivors marooned in moun- 
tainous terrain, requests for aid came 
from both Army District Engineers and 
CCC authorities. 

Flying precariously between tho pre- 
cipitous walls of Yosemite Valley, lst 
Lieut. R.R. Walker, pilot, and end Lieut. 
Jack L. Randolph, neg gd mr hig the food 
and medical supplies from their Sikorsiy | 
alpuibian airplane to the members of a 
Civilian Conservation Corps camp and 
other refugees in Yosemite Valley. At 
that time the valley had been isolated 
when the all-year highway was washed sut | 
by the Merced River. 

Photographs of breaks in the flood con-) 
trol system of the area were taken from 
two Douglas Bombing airplanes »f the 
6€th Reconnaissance Squadron. Major 
Newton Longfellew, pilot, with lst Lieut./| 
Robert H. Kelly, co-pilot, and Staff Set. 
David L. Fredenburg, photographer, made 
reconnaissance strips of the rivers run- 
ning into Monterey Bay, and of the 
Russian River from its mouth to the 
flood-ruined city of Healdsburg. Pin 
point photographs of broken levies anda 
reconnaissance strip of the Sacrameiuto 
River from Red Bluff to Colusa were ob- 
tained by lst Lieut. Leslie 0. Peterson, 
oilat, with lst Lieut. John B. Cary, co- 
pilot, and Private Henry F. Staple, 
photographer. 

The first call for aid reached the 
Squadron about 10:00 a.m., Sunday, Decem-, 
ber 12th. By noon, crews had been as- 
sembled and all airplanes were off tne 
ground. Prints °f all photographs were 
delivered to the Army District Engincers 
the following morning. | 

---0 


ESERVE OFFICERS VISIT CHANUTE FIELD 


Forty-five Reserve officers, represent-| 
ing all branches of the Army, and a cross 
section of outa eee citizens in Cen- 
tral Illinois, visited Chanute Field, | 
Rantoul, Ill., on December 8th in re- 
spense to an invitation extended by 
Lieut, Colonel Junius ¥. Jones, Command. | 
ant of the Air Corps Technical School. | 

The Reserve efficers forming the visit- 
ing group were members of the fifth sec-| 
tor in charge of Major Walter F, Gregory,| 
Infantry, instructor at Decatur, Ill. A | 
formal welcome to Chanute Field and the 
Air Corps Technical School was extended 
by Major Earle G, Harper, Acting Command 
ant, following which Major Harper assign- 

! 
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ed groups of Reserve officers to a 
Resular officer on duty in the School. 
The visitors displayed great interest 


in the various departments of the 
.Scnool, the equipment used, and the 


modern and ian instruction system 
employed. Some of these Reserve offi- 
cers nad been gruund officers during the 
World War, and some were aviators, All 
of them expressed profound amazement at. 


| the great advances in airplanes, air-~ 

|craft engines, propellers, instruments, 
‘accessories, armament, radio and photo- 
| graphic equipment. 
|was interrupted for luncneon at 


Tne inspection trip 
se 
Officers' Club. 

Upon completion ef the tour through 
the School and around the post, the 


.visitors were unanimous in the opinion 


that they could hardly have believed 
(unless they had actually seen) that 
such a splendid school with high morale 


| could be operated in wooden buildings 


of war-time vintage. 
Having seen the modern airplane and 


'its complicated equipment, the visitors 


were very greatly surprised that a tech- 


‘nician competent to maintain the various 
, items could be trained in the short time 


allotted to the various courses. 

Upon completion of the inspection 
tour, Major Harper taanked the Reserve 
officers for their interest and told 
taem that they were the most representa- 


‘tive group of citizens he had ever seen 


visit tae Air Corps Tecinical School. 
The spokesman for tne Reserve officers 

stated tnat taey wished to commend tine 

Commancaut and scacol persounel for the 


‘splendid schcol riuich the Army Air Corps 
(has established at Chanute Field. 


---000~-- 





‘Tricycle Landing Gear (From page 13) 


ing readily convertible sections cf ex- 
isting paved highways - granted non-in- 
terference from nearby communication 
lines. 

The use of the tricycle landing gear 
likely would necessitate important 
changes in plane design, it was stated, 
noting that to date no "retractable" 
equipment of the kind is available, It 
was agreed that the gear will have to be 

lled up and stowed away while the piane 
1s in flight in the same manner as pre- 
sent landing gears. 

Through resultant new problems of load 
distribution and change in the plane's 
relative position to the ground, being 
roughly parallel with it, as it lands or 

ets under way, it was Major Greene's 

elief that widespread adoption of the 
new type undercarriage might make desir- 
able a return to "high wing" monoplane 
construction, Officers appeared agreed 
that tae use of the tricycle gear would 
eliminate many landing hazards encounter- 
ed due to present necessity for the pilot 
to contrive an exact adjustment of the 
conventional plane to the ground. 
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MISSING OFFICERS STRANDED ON TINY ISLAND | RADIOMEN GRADUATE FROM SCHOOL IN HAWAII 
One of those not infrecuent typhoons | Graduation exercises for students of 

in the Philippines proved the source of (the 18th Wing Communications School were 

much worry in U.S. Army and Philippine ‘held at Luke Field, 1T,.H., on December 

Army circles recently, On December Oth, ‘1st. Twenty-three enlisted men graduat- 

when returning to Manila in a Bombing Jed, For the past seven months, Air 

plane from ths island of Mindanao, where’ Corps soldiers from Luke and Wheeler 

they had gone to make a survey of Moro {Fields nave been working on a stiff 

uprisings, aor General Paulino Santos, ‘course in radio theory, code and field 

Chief of Staff, and Colonel Fidel itelephones, along with associated sub 

Segundo, Chief of the Intelligence Corps|courses designed to turn out full fledged 

of the sf ty ome Army, piloted by Lieut.radio operators and mechanics, Out of 34 


William Lee, Army Air Corps, Chief of ‘| gstudents starting the course, the follow- 
tae Philippine Army Air Corps, encounter+ing 23 were graduated: 

ed the raging typhoon and were missing , jiichele Aulicino Timothy J. Hurley 

Tor four days before they were sighted § John J. Call Cordell C, Jones 

cn a tiny tropical island, the identify | Lynn H, Child Ivor Keller 


of which proved a source of much doubt, | Edmund R. Dabney Paul §. Kowalski 
by Lieut. Alfred Maxwell from an domy | Theodore G, Delt Stanley J.Richardson 
plane, one of a number of others cngaged! Alfred L. Dickens Edward W, Robertson 
in the search for the missing officers. | Frank S. Brickson Francis A. Russell 
Lieut, Lee, whose article on the | Erwin L. Foreman Raymond Strimling 
i gy Army Air Corps appears else- | John J. Haggerty Leon J. Waldrop 
where in this issue of the News Letter, Harold BE, Eorton Willard L. Worden 
exhibited considerable skill in managing. francis L. Huck Neal I, Zollars 


to land the bombing plane on the little | john Ganetcs 

island, The trio were welcomed and en- . Yhe instructors were Corporal Raymond 

tertained by a fisherman and his wife, 'L. Dickson and Private lst Class French 

who were the sole inhabitants of the QO, Cox. ‘The School is under the direc- 

little island. ‘tion of lst Lieut. Daniel A. Cooper, Air 
During his four days' stay on the ‘Corps. 

island, Lieut. Lee learned to eat rice a 


and eggs -— the diet for every treakfast, 
lunch and dinner - with his fingers. The SKY BATTLOSHIP FLIES TO DAYTON FOR TESTS 
fisherfolk's spoons were mace of shells. | 


They had no knives or forks. | The biggest Bomberdment plane of thom 
General Santos and Colonel Segundo ‘all, the Boeing X3-15, left Seattle, 
talked in dialect with the fisherfolk. Wash., suortliy before noon on Devember 
They had never heard of Manuel Quezon, ‘2nd, enroute to Dayton, Ohio, via the 
President of the Philippine Commonwealth.! southern route, for final tests. The 
It was exciting news to them that the ‘Bomber had madd 14 test flights over 


Philippines took the first step toward ‘Seattle before it wes officially turned 
independence from the United States two ‘over to the Air Corps. 
years ago, ‘ 

---000--- 


DISTRIBUTION OF AIR COMMERCE REGULATIONS 


The Office of the Shief of the Air 
Corps received 300 copics of Air Regula- 
tions from the Bureau of Air Commerce, 


| 
| 
Department of Commerce, which were dis- | 


Ten men, headed by Majors John D. 
Corkille, Air Corps Representative at 


tributed on a pilot quota basis to the the »lant of the Boeing Company, and 

Air Corps stations. iStanley M. Umstead Chief of tne Flying 
The Bureau of sir Commerce has promised Branch at Wright Field, were eccupants 

2200 additional oogoee as soon as they ‘of the ship, the other eight being Capt. 

are received from the printer. Immedi- ‘¢.S, Irvine, Air Corps, engineering offi- 

ately upon their receipt they will be ‘cer; C.N, Keller, radio operator, civil 


distributed to the Air Corps stations in iemploye of the Army; George C, Eenderson, 
sufficient quantity so that one copy will jir Corps engineer, Mark H, Koegler, me- 
be available for each pilot. ‘Caanic; Jack Kylstra, projection engincer 

Steps have been taken by the Office of for Boeing; Kenneth Taplin, Boeing elec- 


the Chief of the Aix Corps to print a ‘trician: and Al Hobush and William Fell 
digest of air regulations prepared by the of the Eclipse Aviation Corp., manufactur- _ 
Headquarters, GHQ Air Force, which wes ‘er of the plane's auxiliary power plant 
exceptionally well done, on the back of equipment. 

the airways map in colors, of a suitable | “the so called Sky Battleship, after 

size to fit into the radio activities ‘landing at Hamilton Field in the aftcr- 


chart folder. These will be distributed ‘noon, proceeded to its destination by 
to Air Corps stations as soon as they aré/easy stages, reaching Wright Field on 
received from the printer. ithe afternoon cf December llth, 
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Two Air Corps Reserve officers. Cavtain Ira 
W. Galehouse and lst Lieut. W. F. Stewart, who 
were World Yar veterans and served overseas in 
that conflict, presumably were drowned in the 
Facific Ocean as the result of an airplane ac- 
cident on the afternoon of December 12, 1937. 

Permissior. had been granted these two offi- 
cers by the Comending Officer of Air Reserve 
activities at the Oakland Municipal Airport to 
make a local instrument training flight. They 


departed from the Oskland Airpert at 2:10 p.m, | 


with orders to return at 3:30 p.m. The weether | 
was good and the visibility excellent. 


Following the failure of the two veteran air-| 
men to return on scheduled time, the Comranding | 


Officer at the Oakland Airport instituted a 
search for the missing PT-9C airplane from five! 
o'cleck that efternoon until dazimess. and at 
daybreak the following cay an elaborate search 


| Galehouse was honorably discharged from the ser- 
| vice on January 13, 1919. Shortly thereafter, 
/on Merch 18, 1919, he was appointed a First 

| Lieutenant in the Air Reserve, and he maintained 

his Reserve status until his death. He was pro- 

|moted to Captain on Jamuary 25, 1930. His occu- 

| pation in civil life was that of District manag- 

| er of the American Eagle Aircraft Corporation. 


ee ee 
| 


Lieut. Stewart was born November 16, 1893, at 
Dumberton, Scotland. During the World Yar he 
j enlisted, July 10, 1917, in the Aviation Sec- 
tion, Signal Corps Reserve, and, following his 
graduation from the School of ilitary Aeronaut- 
| ics, University of California, Berkeley, Calif., 
October 6, 1917, he was ordered to duty over- 
‘seas. He received his primary flying training 
|}at Tours, his advamced training at Issoudun, 


lasting until late in the afternoon was conduct- and his aeriel gunnery training at Cazaux, fol- 


ed by a total of 40 airplanes, including seven 
from the Oakland Airport, twenty-one from 
Hamilton Field, Celif.; seven from Moffett 


Field, Calif., and five from the Naval Reserve | 
The scopeof the search cover-| 


Base at Oakland. 
ed the entire land and cff shore area within a 
75-mile radius of the Oakland Municipal Air- 
port. 
although aerial observers located oil and drift 
floating in lower Sen Francisce Bey. Directed 
to the spet, Coast Guard personnel picked up a 
seat cushion bearing markinz and part number 
identical to the one in the missing airplane. A 
portion of a wooden radio mast strut was also 
picked up. 

Captain Galehouse was born at Lakeville, 
Calif., January 22, 1894. He attended grammar 
schools and high schcol in his native city and 
the Mt. Tamelpais hilitary Academy at San 
Rafael, Calif. For three yeers he served as a 
second lieutenant in the California National 
Guard. 

Enlisting in the Aviation Section, Signal Re | 
serve Corps, at San Francisco on June 12, 1917, 
he was sent to duty overseas following his 
graduation, on August 20, 1917, from the School 
of Military Aeronautics, University of Califor- ! 
nia, Berkeley, Celif. He received his primary |! 
and advanced flying training at the 8th Avia- 
tion Instruction Center at Foggia, Italy, and 
upon passing the tests for the rating of Re- 
serve uilitary Avistor, he wes commissioned a 
lst Lieutenant, Aviation Section, Signal Corps 
Reserve, April 6, 1918. 

Captecin Gelchouse served as pilot and bombing 
instructor at the &th Aviation Instruction Cen- 
ter until June 18, 1918, an? was then ordered 
to the zone of wer on the Italian front, being 
attached to the 5th Squadron, flying Caproni 
airplanes, and stationed at San Pelagio air- 
drome. He served as a bombing pilot until 
November 13, 1918, and flew approximately 50 
hours over the lines. On July 3, 1918, he was 
decorated with the Croce di Guerra, for meri- 
torious service, by King Victor Emamel at 
Bassano, Italy 


Upon his return to the United States, Captain’ 
6. 


No trace of the missing flyers wes found, 


| lowing which he was attached to the 27th Aero 
| Squadron, lst Pursuit Group. 

Shortly following his return to the United 
States, Lieut. Stewart was honorably discharged 
rom the service on February 24, 1919. He was 
subscquently commissioned as a lst Lieutenant 
in the Air Reserve, and maintained his Reserve 

status continuously. 


Engaged in a. training flight on the morning 
'of December 20, 1937, two Air Reserve Second 
‘Lieutenants, James E. Darby (pilot) and Sterling 
'S. Tatym (passenger) were instantly killed when 
| their PT-2B1l airplane fell in a spin at Fort 
| Mitchell, Ala., 3 miles from Lawson Field, Fort 
| Benning, Ga. The weather was clear and un- 

! limited, end there was no apparent failure of 

| ccuipment or mitcriel. Lieut. Darby's attempt 

ito use his parachute at a low altitude was in 

vain. 

| Licut. Darby was born in Colfax, Indiana, No- 

_ vember he 1903. He graduated from the Colfax 

‘Public Schools in 1922 and from the DePauw Uni- 

‘versity in 1926. He served with the Indiana 

‘National Guard for three years. Appointed a 

' Flying Cadet, he greduated from the Primary 

| Flying School at Brooks Field and from the Ad- 

‘vanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas; 

, Was rated an Airplane Pilct, October 10, 1931, 

!and on that date appointed a 2nd Lieutenant in 

ithe sir steserve. 

Assigned to active duty at Brooks Field, 

Lieut. Darby servod successively in various ca- 

acities with the 22nd Observation and the 

‘Esth and 62nd Service Squadrons for a period of 

nearly nine months, ani then reverted to inac- 

tive status. In the latter part of 1934 he was 

on active duty with the Civilian Conservation 

Corps. In intervening periods, and for nearly 

four years, he wes employed as co-pilot and 

pilot by commercial airlines. In September, 

'1937, he was placed on extended active duty 

with the Air Corps at Lawson Field, Fort 

Benning, Ga. At that time his total flying 

| time as pilot and co-pilot was approximately 

| 5600 hours. 

Lieut. Tatum was born on June 4, 1906, at 
V-7588, A.C. 

















Villiage Springs, Alabama. He graduated from | improved considerably and transports could be 

the Alabama Polytechnic Institute in 1928 with ‘loaded any time after normal working hours by 

the degree of 3echelor of Science. He was a | enlisted personnel." 

member of the 106th Observation Squadron, | ---00o--- 

Alabama National Guard, until his appointment 

as a Flying Cadet in the Air Corps. Following ‘COOPERATIVE MISSIONS BY 5TH COLPOSITE GROUP 

his graduation from the Advanced Flying School, | ~ 

Kelly Field, Texas, February 27, 1931, he was | During the latter part of 1937, the 5th Com 

rated as Airplane Pilot, appointed a second \posite Group, Luke Field, T.H., has conducted 

lieutenant in the Air Reserve and placed on {one of the most extensive cf the many coopera- 

active duty with the 49th Bombardment Squadron itive Missions assigned to it. Over 135 hours 

at Langley Field, Va. 'of high speed, high altitude towing was accom 
Reverting to inactive status June 30, 1932, plished for anti-aircraft units of the Hawaiian 

Lieut. Tatum vacated his Reserve commission by (Separate Coast Artillery Brigade. iiissions 

accepting a conmission as second lieutenant in |were conducted both day and night, using high 

the Alabama National Guard, rejoining his for- | speed targets, towed by B-12 airplanes of the 

mer cryanization, the 106th Observation Squad- (4th and 50th Observation Squadrons at high al- 

ron. le obtained en extended leave of absence |titudes. While tropical weather conditions 

from his organization and for & year and & do not as a rule require heavy flying equip- 

half was emloyed as an aviator by the Chinese ‘ment, the crews soon found that the temerature 


Government. Upon his return to the United ‘encountered made it highly necessary. ren 
tates, he resigned from the National Guard was found to be indispensable during the mis- 
on Nevember 25, 1937; accepted re-appointment sions which required on the average of two 


as a second lieutenant in the Air Reserve on ‘hours towing at the desired altitude. Bad 
December 1, 1937, and was placed on act‘ve duty 'weather interfered to some extent with the 
for a period of three years with the Air Corps. |work, and many missions were abruptly terminat- 
He was assigned to station at Lawson Field,Fort 'eq by direct hits on the target as a result of 
Benning, Ga., and had been selected for duty at the accurate marksmanship cf the gun crews. 
the Air Corps Technical School at Denver, Colo. ,' ccnnpinlitigeens 
effective on or about Janvary 1, 1938. 
allie AN INTER-ISLAND FLIGHT TO HILO 

The déepest sympathy of the Air Corps is ex- 
tended to the bereaved families ani friends of | The 72nd Bombardment Souadron, stationed at 
these officers who died in the service of their !Luke Field, 1.H., sent four Keystone Bombers on 
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country. 5 
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FAIRFIELD IS AIR FREIGHT TERMINAL 


The Fairfield Air Depot has been designated 
the Air Freight Terminal for the East and 


an inter-island flight to Eilo, island of 


‘Hawaii, on December 10th. The flight was made 


for the purpose cf acquainting new officers in 
‘the Squadron with outiying fields, and for 
‘routine navigation flying. lajor Oliver P. 
iGothlin was designated as flight leader. The 


|Commanding Officer of Luke Field, Colonel 


Middle West. Supplies procured by the Materiel iillard F. Harmon, accompanied the flight in 


Division are shipped frem the contractors to 
this Depot via reil and subsequently transfer- 
red to other Devots via air transport. The 
supplies are usually crated, or packed, and no 
further handling is required except labeling. 
Some of the packages must be opened, inspected 
and routed to different destinations, particu- 


larly those for insular possessions. ‘This con- | 


centration cf air freight, in addition to gen- 
eral increase in business from the activities 


\a@ BI-9 plane of the SOth Squadron. Colonel 
Hayes, Sasnrtnenh G-3; Captain Thirkeld, the 
‘Department Coumander’s Aide; Major Jones, U.S.A. 
|Retired; and Captain Keeley, of Fort Shafter, 
accompanied the flight. 

---000--- 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS 
Changes of Station 





in the Fairfield Control Area, has somewhat re- | To Moffett Field, Celif.: Colonel Follett 
tarded the warelousing program at this station,'!~ Bradley, from GhQ Air Force, Langley Field, 


says the News Letter Correspondent. He goes on 
to say that the shortage of Air Transports is 
keenly felt as well as shortage of a quantity 
of small pnewatic-tired trailers which are of 
the preper heivht easily to load engines and 
supplies in Transnoris, and that it is diffi- 
cult to servovsitig trensports as promptly as 
desirable. 


"The ideal situation of handling supplies via! 
air transport,'' he says, ‘would be to establish 
a freight terminal building on the line so sup- 
plies could be loaded and unloaded direct into | 


a transport. As supplies accumulate, they 
could be stored in such a building in sections 
labeled as to their destination. If sucha 
building were available, the service could be 





Va., effective about February 10, 1938. 


| To Randolvh Field, Texas: 2nd Lieut. Lloyd P. 





Hopwocd, upen completion of tour of duty in 
the Hewaiian Department. 
Relieved from duty with the Air Corps 





| 
| 2nd Lieut. George x. Cole, from duty at 
| 


Randolph Field, Texas, and assigned to the 
29th Infantry at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 
Reserve Officers assigned to active duty 





, end Lieut. Raymond Cucungs “oodward, of 


Fempstead, Long Island, New York, to Langley 
Field, Va., to January 2, 1941. 


_ 2nd Lieut. John Harold Fayden, of New Rochelle, 


yt , to Langley Field, Va., to January 2, 
1941. 


-17~ V~7588, A.C. 





